Mr. Jon Lusk & Group December 29, 2006 
1111 W. Clark Rd. 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 


Dear Friends: 


The December 8, 2006 letter from Lusk to Tett as to the Fugio project was a 
delight to receive through its winding path. Accordingly I telephoned both Jon and Bill 
Noyes to learn more about the matter. 

I have fro many years been hopeful such a project would be completed and fully 
cooperated with Retz for several years and sent him our entire Fugio file for such use. He 
reviewed extensively and returned it before he died. I do not know if our permission for 
Retz to use our material passes to someone else but please understand that this issue is 
now probably moot because Noyes owns the images which Retz was planning to use and 
Noyes currently wishes to use them himself with others of his choice. 

As your group may know the 1976 book by Kessler entitled The Fugio Cents was 
prepared without my knowledge and was a complete surprise to me, using my 
numbering system as a basis and often referring to my prior work. Kessler made some 
changes to my numbering system, but on page 11 inserted a footnote that in one instance 
that it was “too late to change the manuscript... in this monograph”. Kessler also omitted 
citing my 1949 publication on the Fugio varieties. J.C. Spilman on February 2, 2004 
emailed the Virginia Halfpence of 1773 Group, “ I never use the Kessler nomenclature in 
my writings because it creates confusion...and the Kessler methodology ... seems 
completely illogical...”. 

As to the Lusk-Noyes Group I would like to participate in the new project in some 
respect if your group wishes for me to join. 

Thank you for the wonderful Noyes book on 1793 and 1794 U.S. Cents which 
will be an important addition to out Money Museum library. 


Happy New Year, 


Eric P. Newman 


Cc: William Noyes 
Tett 
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